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July 14,'2004

Michael K. Powell
Federal Communicatiu1\~C"lomission
445 I2lh Stl1'et, SW
Washington. DC 20554

Re: MB Doch1 No. 04-207

Dear ChaimlM Powell:

I am the Prc~ident ofthe Cuban American National Coundl, a non-profit organiZlltion providio,g
humnn ~'"";~~"~ tn l"'''''",' in n""d fmm all racial and ethnic groups. CKC assists individuals
become seJfreJiant and builds bridges ~mong America's diverse communities.

1am advocaling the eon,em On the "a la cane" cablc propos-a.l cw:r<:nUy under debate in Congress,
on behalf of the Hispanics and other minorities in the United Stales. Its implementation will result
in rJgher paces and ulttmalcly the demise of ethniC, fllrcign-language and specialty channels lhal
arc vital lei our cable sy~tem and to Ihe .'\m~rican public.

Mosl basic cable network.s rely on advertising fOT a significant porlion of their revenue, Without It,
tbey must rely (}n licensing "ar~menl~a, their base for p",fo, Th'" ~,,~t~ "r licemi ng al!J"ement~

are general Iy pa.~sed onto COJI5Ul1:1cr~.

Cnder the ~a 1a coote system," consumers would he able to choose and ray for only the channels
they Walch. This ide~ wilially ~ounds good. Ho,,"--eyer', channels tlull have more specialized
audiences ,,~ll experience a decline ill \~ewc~. A decline in viewers means less money from
advertising, decn1<l.$Cd diversity and qUlllity ofprogramming and higher costs Palised onto
consumers.
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For too long, Afri~an-Alllm;ean~. Hi~pa.l1ic~ and nther mln<>rities did "01 have I'TOc.~mm;n£ th~t

rcfk(!c(lthCir culmres and )ife experien~cs available, T~ explosion of~able programming over the
pasl 20 years has provided numerous channels that reflect the diversity and experiences ofall
Americans. The "a la carte" system ",'O"ld destroy all progress we have made in cable programming
to date.

Furrher, these groups ",ill be further m~rgi1laljzed due: to the il1CVitable merellS<' in overall sy'stcm
Wsl"" which wuuld l"<Xjt\;,e a]] eon,um"n to haye addT<"",,,blc GQ1Wener. 10 "",,ee., "a 1a Cal1C"

programming. Fewer Ihall halfofU.S. cubit households today subscrihc tn ~ervices requiring soch
c,)nverteu. Tlms, for the te.ns of millions of customer~ 'Who r~l y 01\ "c~ble"r.lI.dy" t..l.vi~ion .cts,
there eQuId potentially be a 3()'% increase in the Cllst oithe equipment alone in addition to the added
cosb from the dmnl1el tees,

Tell CongreS>' th~t you do not SlJpp<:>rt the "a la carll" s)'slem. Ensure the future ofour diverse cable
programming line"up.

Siuc<:rdy.

!wtitff~~
Guarione M. Diaz
President
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